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Date: 2/1/2013 11:55:26 AM
Subject: Re: Donlin EIS: Agency Scoping Meeting

Hello Taylor, Don, and Amanda,
 
For some odd reason I thought that we were to schedule this EIS Scoping Meeting on Friday 
2-8-2013. I was under that impression so that people going to the Alaska Forum for the 
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Kuskokwim River Watershed Council
Discussion  regarding  tribal  and  regional  cooperator  issue s

 
Additional considerations
The agencies are invited to prepare for this scoping meeting in advance by asking the agency 
resource specialists for input. This will facilitate the ability of the agencies to provide 
summary statements within the time allotted.  Agencies are invited to provide follow-up 
written scoping statements to more fully identify issues related to the agencies’ mandates, 
permitting authorities, and consultation responsibilities.
 
Also attached, at the suggestion of one of the cooperating agencies, is the Donlin Gold 
statement of purpose and need, found in Chapter 2 of the Donlin Gold Natural Gas Pipeline 
Plan of Development. This is the applicant’s version and not the EIS version. URS will be 
developing a draft chapter 1 Purpose and Need statement for the EIS during the spring. 
Agencies will have ample time to review the draft chapter 1. Development of Chapter 2, 
Alternatives, is also slated to start in the spring, and proceeds through several workshops 
with the cooperating agencies. The full suite of the proposed action, connected actions, and 
a reasonable range of alternatives will be developing through that task, but is not available 
for the agency scoping meeting.
 
Agency comments regarding key agency information sources would also be welcome. However, this 
meeting is not generally intended to evaluate the adequacy of data for the EIS.  A separate 
task is underway for this purpose. The Corp’s contractor, URS, is compiling data from Donlin 
Gold and other existing sources and performing a Data Gap Analysis. The draft Data Gap 
Analysis in under preparation and will be circulated for 30 days review by the cooperating 
agencies. A full opportunity for agency comments, perhaps in one or more workshops, would 
come in the spring following circulation of the data gap analysis.
 
URS will take notes on the agency comments during this meeting. The agency scoping comments, 
in the meeting and in subsequent submissions, will be incorporated in the Scoping Report, 
along with comments  from the public meeting transcripts, comments posted to the website, and 
other written submissions from the public.

 
 
 

This e-mail and any attachments contain URS Corporation confidential information that may be proprietary or privileged. If you receive this message in 
error or are not the intended recipient, you should not retain, distribute, disclose or use any of this information and you should destroy the e-mail and any 
attachments or copies.
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